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Office Action Summary 

Application No. 
09/735,525 

Applicant(s) 

Carter 

Examiner 

Fred Zitomer 

Group Art Unit 
1713 

■ 
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□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on ^ . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1.1; 453 O.G. 213. 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 


month(s), or thirty days, whichever 


is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 


Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) 9-20 


is/are pending in the application. 


Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 


IS Claim(s) 3-20 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

Qpproved 


□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 


ts 


disapproved. 


Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 


□ Aclcnowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
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1. 


The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recitation "...substantially similar fractions.." in claim 9, two occurrences, constitutes 
a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. "Substantially similar" is not defined by the 
claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree of 
similarity, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. 

Claim 9: part c), absent conditions the recitation "...capable of holding 90-99.75% 
water..." is general and indefinite. 

Claim 17: the invention being claimed is redundant with the invention of claim 16. 

Claims 17-20: the claims improperly depend fi*om a canceled claim. 

Claims 17-20: polymer claims appear to depend fi*om claims drawn to articles. It is not 
clear which category is controlling. 
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2. 


Claims 9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the elements. See 
MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted elements are: 

- the specific monomers, amounts thereof, means of polymerization and initiators therefor 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Said art was cited in the parent application. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Fred Zitomer whose telephone number is (703) 308-246 1 , The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil David Wu can be reached at (703) 308-2450. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3599. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 


in claim 9. 


- the means of polymerization including the initiators used in claim 16. 
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